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was motivated by a sense of justice and 
a desire to secure worker protections 
and the fundamental civil rights that 
many of us take for granted. During 
his 41 years at the helm of the Lou-
isiana AFL–CIO Mr. Bussie saw the 
evolution of not just workers rights 
but our country’s constant struggle for 
fundamental civil rights. From 1956– 
1997 Mr. Bussie worked to secure civil 
rights, equal rights for minorities and 
women, a fair minimum wage, ade-
quate workplace safety, defined pen-
sion plans, and numerous other fair 
labor laws for the people of Louisiana. 

Mr. Bussie kept his sharp and analyt-
ical mind to the very end. He passed 
with his beloved wife Fran at his side. 

When I began my political career as a 
State legislator almost 33 years ago, 
Mr. Bussie was a fixture at the Lou-
isiana Legislature. He spent tireless 
hours effectively advocating on behalf 
of the hundreds of thousands of men 
and women he represented. I remember 
him as fearless and resolute in his be-
lief in civil rights and fair treatment 
for all. He refused to back down even 
after his house was bombed by a mem-
ber of the Ku Klux Klan in 1967. In 2010, 
I attended a dinner honoring the life-
time achievements of Mr. Bussie and 
was in awe of his accomplishments. Mr. 
Bussie was a strong willed and tena-
cious advocate for what he believed in 
but he consistently treated everyone 
with dignity and respect. 

Mr. Bussie was born in Natchitoches 
Parish, home of the oldest permanent 
settlement in the Louisiana Purchase. 
His family later moved to Boyce in the 
central part of Louisiana near Alexan-
dria. He served in the Navy during 
WWII and later worked as a hose man 
with the Shreveport Fire Department. 
Many times over the years he described 
to me how much he had loved being a 
firefighter and how much he loved the 
camaraderie among the men in his 
unit. 

It was because of his sense of fair-
ness, sharp intellect and demeanor that 
he was approached by his fellow fire-
fighters to represent their interests. In 
1956, he was elected president of the 
Louisiana AFL–CIO. He remained 
president until his retirement in 1997. 
Throughout his career Mr. Bussie acted 
with dignity and garnered the respect 
of even from those who opposed his po-
sition. 

Mr. Bussie was a giant in the State of 
Louisiana and an example of how pas-
sionate advocacy could and should be 
expressed with dignity and grace. Like 
countless other Louisianians, I am a 
better person for having known him. 
On behalf of the U.S. Senate, I wish to 
offer my condolences to his wife Fran, 
the entire Bussie family, and all the 
members of the Louisiana AFL–CIO. 
Louisiana lost a true hero.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO SUE COPINGA 

∑ Mr. LEE. Mr. President, it is my 
pleasure today to offer my sincerest 
congratulations to an inspirational 

constituent of mine, Sue Copinga. Sue 
is the recipient of the 2011 LifePoint 
Hospitals companywide Mercy Award. 
LifePoint’s Mercy Award recognizes in-
dividuals who follow in the footsteps of 
the company’s founding chairman and 
CEO Scott Mercy, who passed away in 
2000. Sue works at Castleview Hospital 
in Price, UT and is a patient advocate 
in the emergency room, while working 
part time as an emergency medical 
technician. Castleview Hospital serves 
residents of Carbon and Emery Coun-
ties. Like so many rural hospitals 
around the country, Castleview is the 
only hospital for miles around, making 
it a vital resource where citizens of 
Carbon and Emery Counties can get 
the medical care they need. 

While Sue has a deep history of giv-
ing back to others through her job and 
in her personal life, she demonstrated 
her extraordinary dedication to caring 
for others during one of the worst mine 
disasters in Utah’s history. On August 
6, 2007, the Crandall Canyon Mine col-
lapsed in the middle of the night, trap-
ping six miners underground. Sue did 
not hesitate. Immediately after learn-
ing of the tragedy, Sue headed straight 
to the scene to provide whatever assist-
ance was necessary. She spent the fol-
lowing days and nights at the site 
standing ready, eager and willing to 
treat the men we all hoped and prayed 
would be rescued. Then, on August 16, a 
second collapse brought the walls down 
around rescuers who were working tire-
lessly to free the trapped miners. The 
second collapse claimed the lives of 
three men and injured numerous oth-
ers. 

Sue provided emergency care to in-
jured rescuers and miners, despite the 
dangerous conditions. She voluntarily 
went into the mine that day not only 
to help those who were injured, but 
also to spare fellow EMTs from being 
put in harm’s way. Sue was worried 
about a coworker with six young chil-
dren and told this fellow EMT to stay 
behind, noting that her own children 
are grown and raised. 

Sue’s commitment to caring for oth-
ers is also what makes her invaluable 
as a patient advocate in the emergency 
room of Castleview Hospital, where she 
has worked for 14 years. During her 
days—and often long nights at 
Castleview—Sue touches countless 
lives, making a positive impact on 
each patient she encounters. Sue pro-
vides care and compassion to her pa-
tients at a time when they need it 
most, and has come to be known affec-
tionately as ‘‘Grandma Sue’’ for the 
way she soothes children, the most vul-
nerable of her ER patients—children. 

Sue’s devotion to helping others is 
not confined to the hospital’s walls. 
She also serves part time as an EMT 
where she provides patients emergency 
care and transport in critical situa-
tions. When Sue isn’t caring for pa-
tients in the emergency room or ambu-
lance, she is educating future genera-
tions of EMTs. For fifteen years, Sue 
has given back to her community by 

teaching countless people how to save 
others’ lives in times of crisis. 

Sue lives in Elmo, one of Utah’s 
smallest towns. She is the proud moth-
er of 5 children, including a Navajo fos-
ter daughter, and has 19 grandchildren. 
Sue also plays a role in supporting the 
children of her larger community by 
leading church youth groups and 
chairing an annual ‘‘community day’’ 
in her town. 

It gives me great pleasure to know 
that Sue’s caring, selflessness, and de-
votion to her community is being rec-
ognized through the LifePoint Hos-
pitals Mercy Award.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO MRS. SARAH J. 
GREENLEE 

∑ Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
speak today in honor of Mrs. Sarah J. 
Greenlee, who this week accepted the 
2011 Joan Orr Air Force Spouse of the 
Year award. Sarah was selected from 
thousands of nominees worldwide who 
selflessly support their loved ones in 
uniform. I am pleased to note that 
Sarah earned this honor while serving 
in the great State of Alaska at Joint 
Base Elmendorf-Richardson. Sarah and 
her husband, LTC Paul Greenlee, have 
recently been transferred to Joint Base 
Pearl Harbor-Hickam, but Sarah has 
left an indelible mark on the Anchor-
age area through her volunteer work 
and leadership in the community. 

Sarah was born into a military fam-
ily and traveled extensively in the 
United States and Europe before grad-
uating from Clark High School in San 
Antonio. She attended Southwest 
Texas State University, where she 
earned a bachelor’s degree in psy-
chology, and later the University of 
Texas-Arlington, where she achieved a 
master’s degree in social work. Sarah 
subsequently entered the Air Force 
through the Commissioned Officer 
Training Program as a social worker. 
After 4 years of service, Sarah left the 
Air Force to become a full time wife 
and mother. Sarah and Paul are proud 
parents of Andrew, Rachel, and Zoe. 

There is a saying in the military that 
‘‘home is where the service takes you,’’ 
and for the Greenlees home has been 
Mississippi, Washington, Illinois, Alas-
ka, and now Hawaii. While we ask 
much of our men and women in uni-
form, we recognize it is the entire fam-
ily who serves. With every move, fami-
lies say goodbye to dear friends, kids 
start school in new places, and the 
clock starts ticking again toward the 
next transition. Despite enduring these 
frequent moves, military spouses 
quickly become leaders on base and in 
the local community. Sarah Greenlee 
is a fitting case in point. 

Sarah took several actions worth 
noting. We had two tragic aircraft acci-
dents last year in Alaska where we lost 
the crews of a C–17 and an F–22 within 
a matter of months. In the aftermath, 
Sarah jumped in with support and com-
fort, providing food and offering en-
couragement to leaders and personnel 
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